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in Chambers, appointed the plaintiff himself receiver for
safe custody of a piano let on hire-purchase, until the
hearing of the claim for the delivery up of the instrument.
The application was made ex parte and has frequently
been followed.(k).
section 2—trespass
Some owners of goods let on hire or hire-purchase, prefer
to take advantage of the powers, generally given them by
the hiring agreement, of entering upon the premises of the
hirer to take possession of the goods, upon default of
payment of the rent or other breach of the agreement,
instead of proceeding by action. Not unnaturally this
occasionally results in actions for trespass to land or to
goods being brought against them.
1.—Trespass to Land.
" By the Law of England, every invasion of private
property be it ever so minute, is a trespass " (/). A
trespass may be committed in many different ways, such
as unlawfully riding, driving or walking on land (m),
wrongfully distraining (n) or levying execution (o) or
remaining in occupation after the termination of a
tenancy (p).
In order to maintain an action of trespass, the plaintiff
must have had possession, actual or constructive, at the
time of the trespass (q). The owner of the land, therefore,
if not in possession, cannot sue in trespass (r), though he
may sue for the permanent injury to his reversion (s).
(k) And see Steamship New Orleans Co. v. London, etc., Insurance
Co,, [1909] 1 K.B. 943, C.A. ; 22 Digest 188, 1592.
(Z) Per Lord Camden, C. J., in Entick v. Carrington (1765), 2 Wils. 275 ;
43 Digest 37$, 55.
(m) Bhindett v. Cattsrall (1821), 5 B. & Aid. 268 ; 26 Digest 261, 18.
(n) Keen v. Priest (1859). 4 H. & N. 236 ;   18 Digest 299, 356.
(o) Semayne's case (1604), 5 Co. Rep. 91a;   21 Digest 477, 569.
(P) Coffey v. M'Evay, [1912] 2 I.R. 290 ;   36 Digest 50, 307. x.
(q) Topham v. Dent (1830), 6 Bing. 515 ;   43 Digest 380, 65.
(r) Wallis v. Hands, [1893] 2 Ch. 75 ;   43 Digest 392, 155.
(s} Metropolitan Association v. Fetch (1858), 5 C.B. N.S. 504 ;
19 Digest 186, 1359.

